
OVERVIEW
Mosaic America and San Jose State University, with support from the
Hewlett Foundation, have embarked on a two-year project to
develop a broader and deeper understanding of the diverse
communities living in the San Francisco Bay Area. Together they will
reach out to over 120 culturally distinct communities to gain insights
into their cultural practices, leaders, culture-bearers, artists, and the
institutions that serve them. The resulting data, insights, and stories
will be presented through an easy-to-use interactive web application.  
The expected initial release date of the Mosaic Atlas is Summer 2023. 

ATLAS

FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT: info@mosaicamerica.org

AN EQUITY AND INCLUSION TOOL

Support design and delivery of more effective programs to
marginalized, underrepresented communities
Help policymakers, activists, and community organizations in their
outreach efforts.
Connect funders (philanthropists, grantors, foundations) with
communities in need.

The Mosaic Atlas will expand the ability of arts and culture
organizations, local governments, and social services organizations to
create inclusive programming that is culturally informed and fosters
belonging in diverse communities.  In the absence of disaggregated
data on cultural groups, agencies currently rely on race/ethnicity data
to design, deliver and evaluate programs and services — often
resulting in sub-optimal and inequitable outcomes.

The Mosaic Atlas will be a powerful tool to:



A COLLABORATION BETWEEN WITH SUPPORT FROM 

MOVING BEYOND AGGREGATE DATA 
TO REVEAL TRUE DIVERSITY

The Asian and Pacific Islander
category is an example of how
aggregate data can mask  the
authentic racial and ethnic identities
that comprise society. 
1.7M residents identified as Asian
and Pacific Islander. They collectively
speak over 70 languages; 50
languages are spoken by at least 500
people. They belong to widely
different racial, ethnic, ancestry,
religious and cultural practices. Their
immigrant journeys to the Bay Area
took different routes. Yet, our
understanding of even the larger
groups is limited and monolithic.

Cultural communities are actively endeavoring to
preserve and promote their traditions and practices.
However, accessible institutional understanding of
this rich diversity is very limited. Broad race and
ethnicity categorization of people belonging to very
different cultural groups diminishes cultural identity
and perpetuates stereotypes. Larger and well-
resourced groups are able to assert their place, while
smaller and poorer ones are overlooked.

Survey and map culturally distinct communities in five counties
San Francisco, Santa Clara, San Mateo, Alameda, and Contra
Costa.
Develop a database of cultural assets, important landmarks,
venues, and institutions that serve these communities
Conduct qualitative research with artists about their work and
communities; 
Curate multilingual culturally appropriate content and stories for
the interactive map

This project will bring together the cultural expertise and
community connections of Mosaic America and the scholarship,
research and resources of SJSU'S Center for Spatial Analytics and
Visualization under the direction of Dr. Jan English-Lueck
(Department of Anthropology) Dr. Kerry Rohrmeier (Department of
Urban and Regional Planning).  Over the next two years, the teams
will work collaboratively to:

MADE POSSIBLE THROUGH A  UNIQUE PARTNERSHIP 


